COPY of a LETTER; 


CONTAINING 


A DESCRIPTION OF 


A ROMAN PAVEMENT 
GRANTHAM, LINCOLNSHIRE; 
THE ECONOMY OF THE ROMAN TIMES 
IN THAT PART OF ENGLAND. 


COMMUNICATED TO 
Dr. RUTTY, SECRETARY TO THE RoYAL SOCIETY, 


By W. STUKELEY, M. D. FYB St 


SIR, 
AST week I had an occafion of examining a curious piece of 
Roman Antiquity difcovered near us, and refolved to fend 
you the following account of it, together with a Drawing I made of it. 


In February, 1727, plowing in the open fields at Denton, about two 
miles and a half from Grantham, they happened upon a Pavement of Mo- 
faic work, as commonly called ; I had notice of it from my neighbour, the 
Rev. Mr. Saul, minifter of Harlaxton, the next parifh. I went to fee it, 
it is partly in the glebe land, partly in Madam Welby’s, who affifted us with 
“workmen to clear it. It has been a very large Room, about thirty feet both 
ways, as we found by digging in divers places ; but, being fo near the fur- 
face, not above a foot or a foot and a half deep, and having been plowed 
over, time out of mind, the major part of it is ruined and imperfect. Be- 
fides many fragments of it,’ we had only the pleafure of viewing one piece 
entire, which was thirty feet long and fix feet broad, and this was extreme- 
ly pretty. There are only three colours, white, red, and blue ; but of the 
middle-moft, or moft beautiful part of it, which is nine feet long and three 
broad, the white and red are double in quantity to the blue; the colours 
lively, the pattern or figure finely defigned, as you will fee by the drawing 
which is exaétly taken. In the outmolt part, or verge of the work, there is 
no variety of colour, being entirely blue, and that made of much larger 
{quares than the reft ; on the Eaft and Welt fides it was fix feet broad, on 
the North but three fect. The red is formed out of the Roman bricks, fe- 
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véral fragments of which we found about the work; the white is made of 
the common lime-ftone of our country; the blue, of the ftone that comes 
from Bennington, towards Newark, five miles from that place, and thofe 
colours were worked together and produced a good effe&t. We found in 
digging, feveral parts of thé foundations of the walls which terminated this 
Room, afid feemingly of othet Rooms adjacent; which foundations were 
made of common white ftones of the country, fet on edge fide by fide, with 
here and there a bit of Roman brick. The building was placed parallel 
with the quarters of the heavens. They found in digging, fome human 
bones, and I took up many Bones of a hand, which probably belonged to 
fonie unfortunate perfon killed in the ruins, or when the houfe was de- 


molifhed. 


After this fhort defcription of the work, take the following account of 
the Economy of the Roman times in this part of the country. 


Three miles fouth of Grantham is Great Paunton, a village fet in a {weet 
valley, where the beginnings of the River Witham are collected from many 
fprings a little higher up; hard by upon the edge of the hill, runs the 
great Roman Road called Hermenftreet. This village I afferted in my Itine- 
rary, to be the Caufennis in Antoninus’s Itinerary, which commentators 
have found difficulty in fettlng; the Termini, or two Towns, between 
which it is placed in Iter V, with the diftance of the miles, fufficiently 
eftablifh the fituation, and they are well known and acknowledged: thus 
Durosrivas, CAUSENNIUMM. p. xxx. LINDUM m. p. xxv1; for Paun- 
ton is thirty Roman miles from Durobrive; or the paflage of the Hermen- 
{treet over the New River above Peterborough, and twenty-fix from Lin- 
coln. At Paunton, fince I came to live at Grantham, I have heard of 
many Antiquities being found, efpecially Mofaic Pavements ; and undoubt- 
edly it was the Station upon the Hermenttreet, between Bridgecafterton, 
twelve Roman miles off, and Ancafter, feven miles, which were likewife 
Roman Stations, and walled about, but now their namés are loft. Alf 
about Paunton the Romans inhabited very frequent, at Kirk Stoke parti- 
cularly, where great quantities of Antiquities have been found ; likewife at 
Strawfton, many Roman Coins have been dug up, which I have feen in the 
pofleffion of my neighbour, Captain Hacket, who owns the Town: he fays 
fubterraneous Vaults have alfo been found there; and near it is the place 
where our Pavement was difcovered. 


Between Paunton and Grantham a Road paffes the River at Saltersford; 
this Road is called Salterfgate, and much frequented : I believe it has con- 
tinued ever fince the Roman times, being the paffage from Holland in 
Lincolnfhire, by Briggend Caufey, (a Roman work) to all the Towns on 
the Foffway in Nottinghamfhire and Leicefterfhire; for along this way 
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they carried Salt, made by the Sea-fide, to thofe mediterranean parts, both 
in Roman and Saxon times. Our Pavement ftands within a bow-fhot of 
this Road, upon very high ground, and feems to have been a fummer villa, 
or pleafure-houfe ; where, on one fide they were entertained with travellers 
going on the road; on the other they commanded a moft noble profpeét 
Northwards, of a prodigious extent. When upon the {pot, we may with- 
out difficulty fee the reafon why they fixed it in that very point ; and it 
is the moft delightful place that can be imagined for a fummer retreat: 
It is placed juft at the head of a convallis; or leffer valley, falling down 
into the great valley of Denton, underneath, from which Denton has its 
name, fignifying the town in the valley. This convallis is extremely beau- 
tiful, and running northward, muft be very pleafant and cool in fummer 
time. Our villa had this further advantage in its fituation, that it com- 
manded a view through the opening or clays that in this place appears 
between Barrowby and Wolfthrop Hills, which leads the eye into the 
boundlefs profpeét of the Vale of Belvoir; you fee from hence Newark, 
the front of Kelham-Park and Houfe, Southwell Minfter, Sherwood F oreft, 
&c. befides the neighbouring Caftle of Belvoir, where in thofe times was 
a Roman exploratory Camp, likewife the Roman Camp of Honnington ; 
in fo much, that we may well commend the wifdom and good tafte of the 
builder, who contrived fo well for fecurity and pleafure. For air, the 
country here abouts has always, and deférvedly, been reckoned the Mont- 
pelier of England; for water, wood, health, and profpeét, it may be 
thought the Frefcati. 
I am; 
Your moft obedient fervaht and Brother, 


WILLIAM STUKELEY. 
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W. FOWLER having been defired to engrave and publifh a Print from the Drawing by 
Dr. STUKELEY, mentioried in the above Letter, a Copy of which was for that purpofe given to 
him by Mifs WExBy, as was alfo a Copy of Dr. Srukexey’s Letter by Witt1am Eart WeEL- 
By, of Denton-Houfe, Efq. and wifhing previoufly to examine the Pavement itfelf, in his endea= 
vours to explore it, difcovered another Pavement, his Print of which is that dated November rf, 
1800, From its proximity to the known fituation of that defcribed by Dr. Stukeley, the two 
Pavements are, doubtlefs, parts of the fame Roman Villa, which induced W. Fowter to defcribe 
it on his Plate as tho’ it had been difcovered “ fome years ago,”’ though it is evident that part 
was not found ’till September, 1800. 


About half a Mile North-Eaft of thefe Pavements, ina Field called the Warcliffe, in the 
Lordfhip of Harlaxton, was ploughed up a Brafs Veffel containing a Golden Helmet of mott 
antique make, fet with Jewels, which was prefented to Catherine of Spain, Dowager of Henry 
the eighth.—See Camden’s Britannia. 

WinTERTON, Fesruary 7th, 180r. 
enn Sa f Ga 
W. BROOKE, PRINTER, LINCOLN, 


